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1. Jestis es condenado a muerte

Lucas 23: 1-2, 5-6

Dios que renuncia a su categoria, de Dios, deja la felicidad de su cielo y se viene a hacer hombre, hombre que no anda
mencionando sus prerrogativas de Dios, hombre cualquiera -dice la Biblia hoy-, un hombre cualquiera; un hombre
cualquiera que es amarrado por la autoridad de su tiempo, llevado a los tribunales, ajusticiado. Se me ocurre pensar
cuando San Pablo dice: "un hombre cualquiera”, esas figuras que ya estamos acostumbrados a ir viviendo en nuestros
periddicos: el campesino esposado, el campesino torturado, el obrero a quien no se le reconocen sus derechos, un

hombre cualquiera, asi se quiso hacer Cristo... Marzo 19, 1978

2. Jestis carga su cruz

Juan 19: 16-17

Sentimos en el Cristo de la Semana Santa con su cruz a cuestas, que es el pueblo que va cargando también su cruz.
Sentimos en el Cristo de los brazos abiertos y crucificados, al pueblo crucificado pero que desde Cristo, un pueblo que

crucificado y humillado, encuentra su esperanza... Marzo 19, 1978

3. Jesus cae por primera vez

Marcos 8: 34

Cristo no es un ser insensible. Cristo es un hombre de carne y hueso, de nervios y misculos como nosotros. Un
hombre que siente lo que siente alguien cuando lo lleva la Guardia Nacional y lo lleva a ese lugar de tortura... Abril 1,
1979.

4. Jesus encuentra a su madre

Juan 19: 25-27

La liberacion de Cristo, hermanos, es ternura, es amor, es la presencia de una madre bondadosa: Maria. Y Maria es el
modelo de quienes colaboran con Cristo para la liberacion de la tierra y la adquisicion del cielo. Maria en su cantico
de accion de gracias proclama las grandezas de Dios y también proclama que Dios desecha el orgullo de los

poderosos y enaltece a los humildes... Marzo 24, 1978



5. Simén el Cirineo ayuda a Jesus a cargar la cruz

Lucas 23:26

Lamentablemente, queridos hermanos, somos el producto de una educacion espiritualista, individualista. Donde se
nos ensefiaba: procura salvar tu alma y no te importe lo demas. Como deciamos al que sufria: "Paciencia, que ya
vendra el cielo, aguanta". {No!, no puede ser eso, eso no es salvar, no es la salvacion que Cristo trajo. La salvacion
que Cristo trae es la salvacion de todas las esclavitudes que oprimen al hombre. Es necesario que el hombre que vive
bajo de tantas opresiones y esclavitudes rompa las cadenas-el miedo que esclaviza los corazones; la enfermedad que
oprime los cuerpos, la tristeza, la preocupacion, el terror que oprime nuestra libertad y nuestra vida...

Septiembre 9, 1979

6. Veronica limpia el rostro de Jesis

Mateo 26:27

Si viéramos que es Cristo el hombre necesitado, el hombre torturado, el hombre prisionero, el asesinado; y en cada
figura de hombre, botadas tan indignamente por nuestros caminos, descubriéramos a ese Cristo botado, medalla de

oro que recogeriamos con ternura y la besariamos y no nos avergonzariamos de €l... Marzo 16, 1980

7. Jests cae por segunda vez

Juan 12: 24

Aqui donde Cristo es carne que sufre, aqui donde Cristo es cosa, donde Cristo es persecucion, donde Cristo es
hombres que duermen en el campo porque no pueden dormir en su casa, donde Cristo es enfermedad que sufre por
consecuencia de tantas intemperies y de tantos sufrimientos; aqui es Cristo con su cruz a cuestas, no meditado en una

capilla junto al via-crucis, sino vivido en el pueblo; es Cristo con su cruz camino del Calvario... Marzo 5, 1978

8. Jests habla a las mujeres de Jerusalén

Lucas 23: 27-28

El que convive con el pobre, con el miserable, con el campesino y lo defiende y quiere como Cristo nuestro Sefior
predicar la liberacion a los pobres, a los oprimidos, a los prisioneros, a los que sufren. Este es Cristo que estd en

medio de nosotros... Marzo 23, 1978

9. Jests cae por tercera vez

Lucas 17, 1-2

iNo esta vencido nadie aunque lo pongan bajo la bota de la opresion y de la represion, el que cree en Cristo, sabe que
es un vencedor y que la victoria definitiva sera de la verdad y de la justicia...! Marzo 23, 1980 (un dia antes de su
muerte)

iQué bien se identifica Cristo con el sufrimiento de nuestro pueblo! Asi parecen clamar muchas cosas, muchos
tugurios, muchos en las carceles y en el sufrimiento, muchos hambrientos de justicia y de paz. ";Dios mio, Dios mio,
por qué me has abandonado?" No nos ha abandonado. Es la hora en que el Hijo de Dios va pasando con toda su carga
de pecado por la obediencia que Dios le pide para poder perdonar esos pecados de la humanidad de donde derivan

todas las injusticias, todos los egoismos... Abril 8, 1979



10. Jesus es despojado de sus vestiduras

Juan 19: 23-24

Este es el compromiso de ser cristiano: seguir a Cristo en su encarnacion y si Cristo es Dios majestuoso que se hace
hombre humilde hasta la muerte de los esclavos en una cruz y vive con los pobres, asi debe ser nuestra fe cristiana. El
cristiano que no quiere vivir este compromiso de solidaridad con el pobre, no es digno de llamarse cristiano...

Cristo nos invita a no tenerle miedo a la persecucion porque, créanlo hermanos, el que se compromete con los pobres
tiene que correr el mismo destino de los pobres: ser desaparecido, ser torturados, ser capturados, aparecer cadaveres...

Febrero 17, 1980

11. Jests es clavado a la cruz

Marcos 15: 22-25

Roma crucificaba pero no a sus romanos, Roma crucificaba a los pueblos que dependian de su imperio; y como
Palestina dependia de Roma -Pilatos era el representante de Roma en aquel pueblo oprimido- Cristo tiene que ser

humillado como un ser que no merece ni siquiera ciudadania... Marzo 19, 1978

12. Jesiis muere en la cruz

Lucas 23: 44-46

Mientras miramos a Cristo clavado en la cruz nos invita la Sagrada Palabra a descifrar un misterio de actualidad. Si
Cristo es el representante de todo el pueblo en sus dolores, en su humillacion, en sus miembros acribillados con unos
clavos en una cruz, tenemos que descubrir el sufrimiento de nuestro pueblo. Es nuestro pueblo torturado, es nuestro
pueblo crucificado, escupido, humillado al que representa Jesucristo Nuestro Sefior para darle a nuestra situacion tan

dificil un sentido de redencion... Marzo 24, 1978

13. Jests es bajado de la cruz

Marcos 15: 43-46

Maria es la expresion de la necesidad del pueblo Salvadorefio. Maria es la expresion de la angustia de quienes estan
en prision. Maria es la tristeza de las madres quienes han perdido a sus hijos y nadie les dird donde estan. Maria es la

ternura que busca con angustia una solucion... Diciembre 24, 1978

14. Jests es colocado en el sepulcro

Juan 19: 42

Porque no pensemos, hermanos, que nuestros muertos se han apartado de nosotros, su cielo, su recompensa eterna, los
perfecciona en el amor, siguen amando las mismas causas por las cuales murieron, lo cual quiere decir que en El
Salvador esta fuerza liberadora no s6lo cuenta con los que van quedando vivos, sino que cuenta con todos aquellos

que las han querido matar y que estan mds presentes que antes en este proceso del pueblo...



The Way of the Cross with
Oscar Romero

Monseiior Romero: El Pueblo Es Mi Profeta,
Equipo de Educacion Maiz, 1994.

1. Jesus is condemned to death

Luke 23: 1-2, 5-6

“This is a God who renounces his condition as God, coming down from the happiness of heaven to become a man, a
man who doesn’t go around mentioning his prerogative as God—"any man,” says the bible today. “Any man” who is
tied to the authority of his time and carried to the courts. When St. Paul says “any man,” it occurs to me to think of
those people whom we are already accustomed to seeing in our newspapers: the handcuffed peasant, the tortured
peasant, the laborer whose rights aren’t recognized. This is the “any man” whom Christ wanted to become.”

March 19, 1978

2. Jesus carries his cross

John 19: 16-17

“We feel in the Christ of Holy Week, with the cross upon his shoulders, that his is the people who are also carrying
their cross. We feel the people crucified in this Christ with the open arms crucified, but it is from this Christ that a

people crucified and humiliated will encounter their hope.” March 19, 1978

3. Jesus falls the first time

Mark 8: 34

“Christ is not an insensitive man. Christ is a real person-of flesh and bones, nerves and muscles, just like us. He is a
man who feels just like a person feels when he is carried away by the National Guard and taken to a place of torture.”

April 1, 1979

4. Jesus meets his mother

John 19: 25-27

“Brothers, the liberation of Christ is tenderness; it’s love; it’s the presence of a loving mother, Mary. And Mary is the
model of those who collaborate with Christ for the liberation of the earth and the acquisition of heaven. Mary, in her
song of thanksgiving, proclaimed the greatness of God and also proclaims that God rejects the pride of the powerful

and exalts the humble.” March 24, 1978



5. Simon, the Cyrene, helps Jesus carry the cross

Luke 23:26

“Unfortunately, dear brothers, we are the product of an education which is spiritualistic and individualistic, where we
are taught ‘to gain salvation of the spirit, don’t worry about others.” Like we say to the suffering, ‘Have patience that
you will get to heaven, endure!” No! That can’t be. This isn’t salvation, not the salvation that Christ brought. The
salvation that Christ brings is the salvation from all the slaveries that oppress people. It is necessary that people break
the chains that bind them: starting with the many oppressions and slaveries, fears that enslave their hearts, illnesses
that oppress their bodies, sadness, preoccupations, terrors that oppress their freedom and their life.”

September 9, 1979

6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

Matthew 26:27

“If we could see that Christ is the needy persons, the tortured person, the prisoner, the murderer, the one thrown away
with so much indignity on our roads. If we could discover in this rejected one Christ, we would treat this Christ as a
medal of gold. We would pick him up with tenderness and kiss him. We would not feel ashamed of him.”

March 16, 1980

7. Jesus falls the second time

John 12:24

“Here, Christ is flesh that suffers. Here where Christ is something, he is persecution, where Christ is men who sleep
out in the country because they can’t sleep in their house, where Christ is sickness that suffers because of the
consequences of being so unprotected. Here is Christ with the cross upon his shoulders on the road to Calvary, not

meditated in some chapel with the way of the cross or lived outside the people.” March 5, 1978

8. Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem

Luke 23:27-28

“The one who lives with the poor, the miserable, the peasant and who defends them and loves them like Christ our
Lord, and who preaches the liberation of the poor, of the oppressed, of the one who suffers, this one is Christ in our

midst.” March 23, 1978

9. Jesus falls the third time

Luke 17: 1-2

“No one is vanquished even though he is put under the boot of oppression and repression. He who believes in Christ
knows that he is victor and that the ultimate victory will be from truth and from justice”

March 23, 1980—(the day before his death)

“How well Christ identified himself with the suffering of his people! Many shacks, many slums, many imprisoned by
suffering, many hungry for justice and peace appear to clamor, ‘My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?’ He
hasn’t abandoned us. This is the hour in which the Son of God is carrying all of the load of sins to obey God, asking

him to pardon these sins of humanity from whom is derived all injustices, all selfishness.” April 8, 1979



10. Jesus is stripped of his garments

John 19: 23-24

“This is the commitment of being a Christian: to follow Christ in his incarnation. And if Christ is a majestic God who
becomes a humble man and lives with the poor until the death of slaves on a cross, our Christian faith should be lived
in the same fashion. This Christian who doesn’t want to live with this commitment of solidarity with the poor doesn’t
deserve to call himself a Christian. Christ invites us not to fear persecution because, believe it brothers, the one who
binds himself with the poor has to go trough the same destiny as the poor: to be disappeared, to be tortured, to be
captured to appear as dead.” February 17, 1980

11. Jesus is nailed to the cross

Mark 15: 22-25

“Rome used to crucify people, but not Roman citizens. Rome used to crucify the people that depended on their
empire. And since Palestine depended on Rome (Pilate was the representative of Rome to this oppressed people),

Christ had to be humiliated like someone who didn’t merit citizenship.” March 19, 1978

12. Jesus dies on the cross

Luke 23: 44-46

“While we look at Christ nailed to the cross, he invites us to discern from the sacred word a real mystery. If Christ is
the representative for all people, we have to discover the suffering of our people in his suffering, his humiliation, his
body scarred by the nails of the cross. This is our people tortured, crucified, spat upon, and humiliated from whom

Christ our Lord is represented in order to give our very difficult situation a sense of redemption.” March 24, 1978

13. Jesus is taken down from the cross

Mark 15: 43-46

“Mary is the expression of the need of the Salvadorian people. Mary is the expression of the anguish of those who are
in prison. Mary is the sadness of the mothers who have lost their children and no one will tell them where they are.

Mary is the tenderness that looks with anguish for a solution.” December 24, 1978

14. Jesus is buried in the tomb

John 19: 42

“Don’t think, brothers, that our dead have left us. Their heaven, their eternal recompense, makes them more perfect in
love. They are still loving the same causes that they died for. That means that in El Salvador this liberating force not
only counts those who remain living, but also counts those who they wanted to kill who are more present than before

in the people.” March 2, 1980



