












Agentle breeze blew through the St. Joseph 
Center Garden on a gorgeous Saturday in May, 

as 34 table setters eagerly arranged their decorative 
tables for Bethany’s annual fundraiser: the Spring 
Parade. Under cover of the 
large white tent, the unique 
creations at each table reflected 
the 2009 theme “Come Join the 
Dance of Life.” As finishing 
touches were made by table 
sponsors, they were soon 
joined by 250 guests, including 
34 Bethany graduates. 

The Spring Parade is not only 
Bethany’s annual fundraiser, 
but a “Welcome Home!” to the graduates and a 
chance for them to shine on stage. As guests enjoyed 
the scrumptious luncheon provided by Collette’s 
Catering, graduates walked a runway modeling 
clothes from ArtRageous—a nearby clothing store on 
Chapman Avenue in Orange. Spring Parade guests 
also heard from the graduates themselves as they 

shared how Bethany provided them with 
the life skills to help them get back on 
their feet and stay there. 

The luncheon and fashion show are 
only two of the elements that go into 

the Spring Parade event. Surprise Gift 
Bags, Dollar Raffles, Silent Auction and 

Grand Prize tables were set up around the 
perimeter of the tent to accommodate 

the numerous gifts to be won. In 
the raffle drawing, Cynthia 

Schaldenbrand won $1,000 
(and donated $500 back!); 
Monica Mano, a frequent 
volunteer and committee 
member from St. Joseph 
Health System, won the 
trip and Disneyland 
tickets; and Maureen 
Telles, won the quilt. 
Altogether, the event 
netted about $40,000, 
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including pledges for educational scholarships for the 
residents and graduates. The Spring Parade is a key 
part of Bethany’s fundraising each year.

A big “Thank You!” went to Bethany’s Fashion Show 
Committee, Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Orange, and Bethany staff for 
helping put the event together. 
Volunteers included St. Joseph 
Health System employees, many 
with teenage children serving as 
junior volunteers, and Bethany 
graduates who entertained, set 
tables, sold tickets and helped 
clean up.   

There are numerous ways to contribute to Bethany. 
One place to start is to save the date for next year’s 
Spring Parade: May 15, 2010. The theme will be 
“SEASONS.” Contact Sister Louise Ann Micek, 
CSJ at (714) 289-6761 or csjbethany@csjorange.org for 
more information on opportunities to help women 
in transition move to independent living and self  
sufficiency.

Bethany’s mission is to guide, challenge 
and empower women in transition who 
are working toward independent living 
and self-sufficiency. The mission is 
realized in Bethany’s vision to develop 
competent, transformed women who 
realize their unique potential. 
Upon graduation, goals for 
Bethany women include: create 
a holistic lifestyle, maintain 
job stability with a living 
wage, secure a safe 
living environment, 
make appropriate 
financial decisions, 
establish healthy 
and supportive 
relationships, and 
find opportunities 
for education and 
personal growth.
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Save the Date
The Center for Spiritual Development’s latest  
annual brochure covering September 2009–August 
2010 is out. You can check www.thecsd.com for the 
schedule of new programs. Program highlights 

in the fall include two offer-
ings—Blessed Waters begin-
ning Tuesday, Sept. 8 and The 
Human and The Holy beginning 
Sunday, Oct. 18—that stretch 
through the year and touch on 
contemporary psychological and 
spiritual topics. The Center will 
also once again partner with the 
Diocese of Orange for Trauma 
Recovery II: Finding Words for 
What Makes You Speechless 
on Nov. 20 and 21. For more 
information, please contact the 

Registrar at (714) 744-3175 ext. 4409 or gscharff@
csjorange.org.

On Sept. 15-16, the CSJ Educational Network  
begins another year of sponsoring Humboldt 
Catholic Update, as they travel with Maryloyola 
Yettke, D. Min. to present “Polishing the Lens of 
How We Look at the World.” The presentation is 
offered at Assumption Parish, Ferndale on Sept. 15, 
7:00–8:30 p.m., and at St. Bernard High School  
Library, Eureka on Sept. 16 1:30–4:30 p.m. and again 
that evening at St. Bernard Parish, 7:00–8:30 p.m. 

Taller San Jose will host its 13th annual Light 
Up A Life gala at the beautiful Mission San Juan 

Capistrano on Saturday, Sept. 19. This 
year’s opportunity drawing winner 
can choose between a 2009 Chevrolet 
Hybrid Tahoe or Hybrid Silverado. For 
tickets or information, please call (714) 
543-5105, or check out Taller San Jose’s updated 
website at www.tallersanjose.org. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange Justice Office 
presents a special screening of The 800 Mile Wall 
on Friday, Sept. 25 at 6:30 p.m. The film docu-
ments the ineffective and deadly results of a U.S. 
border strategy—that many consider a violation 
of human rights—and offers thoughts on how 
the crisis may be resolved. Check the website at 
www.800milewall.org. Screening, refreshments and 
a conversation with the filmmaker are included 
in the evening. Return the following week as the 
Friday Night Film Series resumes its monthly 
exhibition on Oct. 2.

Team Regina (Residence) hosted its second  
annual Mini-Memory Walk for the Alzheimer’s 
Association on Friday, August 7. It’s an idea 
created at Regina Residence that is catching on 
with the Alzheimer’s Association Orange County 
Chapter.  Team Regina will participate in the big 
Memory Walk to be held at Cal State Fullerton 
on Saturday, Oct. 17.  Funds raised benefit the 
Alzheimer’s Association.


